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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



The following reference has been cited by the German Patent Office in an Office Action 
dated April 29,2003. 

DE 87 05 667 discloses a spacer for pipes subjected to thermal loads. No translation 
is available at this time. However attached is an English language abstract. Further attached 
is the corresponding European Patent EP 0 309 524. 

Consideration of the above reference is respectfully requested. 
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SHOULD ANY OTHERFEE BE REQUIRED, THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IS HEREBY REQUESTED TO CHARGE SUCH FEE TO OUR DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 1 3- 
0410. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH 
THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS EXPRESS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSED TO: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA 
VA 22313-1450, NO.: EV323630334US 

McGLEW AND TUTTLE, P C. 
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BY: VV^m^vJl^,^ ^\&ZXy~ DATE: September 18. 2003 
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